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In re the Application of: 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Sir: 


Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows. 


The format of this Amendment complies with 37 CFR §1.121 "Manner of making 
amendments in applications" as amended on November 7, 2000 pursuant to the "Patent 
Business Goals Final Rule". Thus, according to 37 CFR §1.121(b)(ii) and (c)(1), amended 
paragraphs of the specification and amended claims are provided in a form "without 
markings"; and according to 37 CFR § 1 . 1 2 1 (b)(iii) and (c)(2), the amended paragraphs of the 
specification and amended claims are also provided, on a separate page, "marked up" to show 
the changes. 


